
A very happy December to each and every one of you! 

The most magical time of the year has come around again and 
twinkling lights, cold, crisp air, and the anticipation mounting 
for the arrival of snow fill our days.  Kids (and I’m sure teachers 
too) are eagerly counting down the days until their official 10-
day break from school.  What unimaginable fun awaits the 
young children as they dream of 10 whole days without any 
schoolwork…

The holiday season has always warmed my heart.  I love the idea that by living in 
America, the Land of Freedom, we are given that freedom to spend our holidays in 
whatever fashion we choose.  Some of us celebrate Hanukah, the Festival of Lights, 
with our family and friends; others choose to celebrate Kwanzaa, a celebration of 
family, community, and culture; while others celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  In this Holiday edition of Mrs. Dowd’s Musings be sure to read about how the 
different cultures around us choose to celebrate the holidays.  It is an informative 
read and will help you to better understand the beautiful cultures that we are privi-
leged to call our neighbors.

Well, it truly has been a “year to remember” here at Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service.  
In fact, check out Mrs. Dowd’s “Director’s Corner” as she has written a “2006: Year in 
Review”.  Also, be sure to read how your children answered the question, “How does 
my family spend the holidays”.  Their answers will melt your heart!

So, go ahead and grab some piping hot chocolate, sit back, and enjoy the best tutoring 
newsletter around: Mrs. Dowd’s Musings!  Happy Holidays!

— Colleen Hooker
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Well, the Weather Outside is...

    

 Hear about Mrs. Dowd’s 
speech at the National 
Press Club!

 Ever wonder how different 
countries celebrate the 
Holidays?

 How does YOUR family 
celebrate the holidays?

 Mrs. Dowd’s monthly ad-
dress!
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  Another favorite part of the holiday 
season is breaking out the old, classic 

Holiday tales!  Films such as “A Christ-
mas Story”, “It’s a Wonderful Life”, and 
“Charlie Brown Christmas” make the 
Holiday spirit come alive!  Just a sug-
gestion for a family  night of fun:  rent 

one of these movies, heat some hot 
chocolate (don’t forget the marshmal-

lows!)  and enjoy an evening with your 
beloved family!

 Musings



calendar month of Kislev and lasts for 
eight days and nights. In 2006 Hanuk-
kah begins at sundown on December 
15. With blessings, games, and festive 
foods, Hanukkah celebrates the tri-
umphs—both religious and military—of 
ancient Jewish heroes.

Not too far away from Israel, where our 
Jewish friends celebrate Hanukkah, 
our friends in Turkey are celebrating 
the holidays their own way!  In the 
Turkish town of Demre, Santa Claus or 
St Nicholas birth is celebrated every 
year during the three-day festival held 
in early December. Born in the nearby 
town of Patara, St Nicholas is remem-
bered not only as a famous Turkish 
archbishop, but also for his kindness to 
children. (http://www.santas.net/
turkishchristmas.htm) 

Did you know that many of our first 
tutoring students were from Nigeria?  
Well, Nigerians have special traditions 
with which to celebrate Christmas 
time. One such tradition is that of deco-
rating their homes (compounds) and 
churches with both woven and un-
woven palm fronds. In Nigerian tradi-
tion, palm fronds signify peace. This is 

the peace that Christ’s birth brings.

Here at MDTS , we hail from many 
different nationalities, Caribbean to 
Korean, Mexican to Nigerian, we all 
celebrate the Christmas Season as Je-
sus Christ’s birth and entry into this 
world.  Although it is a time to spend 
with those closest to us, it is also a time 
to reflect on all that has been given to 
us.  As a Faith-Based Organization, we 
have been given the opportunity and 
privilege to work with both the families 
of Harford County and Prince George’s 
County Public School System.  It truly 
is a joy to tutor the bright, pecious faces 
of the future and a gift that we do not 
take lightly.  

From our hearts to yours, “Thank You” 
for allowing us the honor of teaching 
your children; they truly are a gift from 
God.

Living in the DC Metropolitan Area we 
are privileged to be surrounded by such 
a diverse culture.  Just step outside and 
although you remain in America, you 
can easily find your way to another 
part of the world!  Because of this, the 
Holiday Season can serve as a doorway 
to experiencing the beauty of our 
neighboring cultural holidays.  

If your child has a friend in school 
whose family is from El Salvador, 
then they might stay up on December 
24th until 12 am to welcome Christmas 
with a huge "arsenal" of firecrackers.
(www. wikipedia.com)  Our friends 
from China celebrate by lighting their 
houses with beautiful paper lanterns 
and decorating their Christmas trees, 
which they call "Trees of Light," with 
paper chains, paper flowers, and paper 
lanterns. Chinese Children hang mus-
lin stockings and await a visit from 
Santa Claus, whom they call Dun Che 
Lao Ren (dwyn-chuh-lau-oh-run) which 
means "Christmas Old Man."

My family has many Jewish friends 
who celebrate Hanukkah, the 
“Festival of Lights”.  This celebration 
starts on the 25th day of the Jewish 

On Tuesday, December 5th, Mrs. Dowd 
discussed her company’s work as sup-
plemental educational services provider 
(SES) to members and attendees of The 
Roundtable on Religion and Social Wel-
fare Policy.

Mrs. Dowd was excited to present her 
company as a model faith-based SES 
provider for others to imitate.  Mrs. 
Dowd noted, “It is a privilege to serve 
the students of Prince George’s County.  
I am thrilled to share with you, confer-
ence attendees, how hard working 
families make a difference to the out-
come of our tutoring services.”

The Roundtable on Religion and Social 
Welfare Policy held it’s annual confer-
ence at the National Press Club in 

Washington D.C. where the topic, Part-
nering with Faith: Assessing Govern-
ment Alliances with Religious Groups 
in Key Service Areas, was presented 
through different plenary sessions.  
Key leaders from around the country 
came to discuss various topics regard-
ing the area of Governmental agencies 
partnering with faith-based organiza-
tions.

Mrs. Eileen Dowd, Executive Director, 
Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service, repre-
sented faith-based Supplemental Edu-
cational Service (SES) providers and 
served on a panel along with Joel 

Packer, Director, Education Policy and 
Practice, National Education Associa-
tion, and Alma Hueston, Associate, 
Office for School Improvement and 
Community Service, New York State 
Department of Education.  

The discussion among the panelists 
covered the effectiveness and quality of 
faith-based SES providers; state re-
quirements for certifying faith-based 
SES providers; teacher qualifications, 
federal funding, and community in-
volvement.  Mrs. Dowd explained how 
her company, as a faith-based organiza-
tion, adheres to strict state and federal 
mandates.  By doing so, she pointed 
out, the children receive a state recog-
nized educational program that en-
hances what they are taught in the 
classroom.  It really is a win-win situa-
tion.
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First I put up the tree.  
Next, I decorate the 
tree.  Then, I pra for the 
tree when I come home 
from school.  Finally, 
when Santa comes in 
the night, I call my 
mom and dad.  In the morning we open 
our presents and we are very happy 
because Santa got us presents.  My dad 
has a new car and he was happy.  My 
mom got a new table and she was 
happy because she had a new table.
                      -- Juan Escobar, 3rd grade

I give presents to my friends.  I go shop-
ping with my mom and sister.  I cele-
brate with my family at Christmas.  I 
like to make snow angels in the winter.

- Juliana Corrales, 2nd grade

We go outside to make snowmen with 
my family and cousins.  Then we go 
inside to drink hot chocolate with 
marshmallows.  Finally, we go ice skat-
ing.

- Kevin Gutierrez, 3rd grade

How my family celebrates the holidays 
is for Christmas we do tamales.  Tama-
les are made with corn mash, chicken, 
potatoes, and corn balls.  Some are 
made with black beans inside the corn 
mash.  That’s how my family celebrates 
the holidays, or Christmas.

      - Mayra Benitez, 6th grade

Each and every one of the diverse fami-
lies MDTS serves in PG and Harford 
county celebrates the Holidays differ-
ently.  We asked our students , “How 
does your family celebrate the holi-
days?” for part of their reading/writing 
assignments.  

Here is what they had to say:

My family and I decorate the tree.  I 
help my grandma cook the turkey.

- Johnay Johnson, 1st grade

My family celebrates the holidays by 
going and getting presents for me and 
my sister.  Sometimes my mom will get 
cookies and put it out for Santa.  I may 
have a Christmas party or go over to my 
family’s house.  

      - Kevena Jones, 4th grade

My family celebrates Christmas.  We get 
presents.  I get up at 5:00 a.m.

  - Diamond Daws, 5th grade

I eat some eggs, turkey.  I get some toys.  
I visit my Daddy.  I play with my toys.  
I go to bed at ten o’clock.

   - Erick Barrientos, 1st grade

My family celebrates the holidays by 
coming to my house and then we eat.  
Then, Christmas day, in the night, we 
give everybody their presents.  Then, 
they stay and hang out until it is really, 
late, then everyone goes back home.  
Also, my mom makes a special dinner 
for everybody to enjoy.

       - Richard Luna, 6th grade

We get our Christmas Tree and we go to 
one of our family member’s house.
                           - Trent Rice, 3rd grade
                  

My Christmas Poem:  
Christmas is fun for me.  Tree, presents, 
family who love me.  That’s why Christ-
mas is fun.  I love when I go outside, 
then my mom makes dinner, the onions 
make me cry!  When I go outside in the 
snow, I hear someone say , “Ho! Ho! 
Ho!”

       - Marshala Lee, 5th grade

welcomed over 75 new teachers to 
Mrs. Dowd's Teaching Service!

 And…we are going into a new county 
– Harford County, Maryland!

We are very thankful for God’s kindness 
to us.  May He bless each and every mem-
ber of your family.  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

With love and joy,

Mrs. Eileen Dowd
Executive Director  

Dearest Families,

When I was a little girl, I remember hav-
ing to vacuum and dust all the rooms in 
my house; wash the windows; iron the 
freshly starched curtains; and then we 
would put up the fresh green fir tree!  My 
Nana told me that’s how the Irish cele-
brated the birth of baby Jesus, by having 
a clean home before we put a lighted can-
dle in the window to tell him “hello!” 

But my father’s Hungarian background 
gave us wonderful, once a year treats to 
make. My Oma taught me how to bake 

sugar sprinkle cookies and poppy seed 
rolls.  Yum!

But this year, what has happened to our 
teaching company?  A lot! Let me give you 
a few highlights:
 We moved our company from Mr. 

and Mrs. Dowd’s home to an actual 
office building!  Call us and stop by 
on December 21st for our First An-
nual Christmas Party from 3:30pm –
5:00pm.! Call us at 301-345-3693 if 
you can make it!

  We served over 500 students! We 

How Do YOU Celebrate?

Executive Director’s Corner
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Happy Holidays From Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service!

We’re on the web! 
www.christianteacher.net

Until every child in Maryland is 
served...

5411 Berwyn Road
Suite 304
Berwyn Heights, MD
20740

Phone: 304-345-DOWD
Fax: 301-345-4461

M rs .  D ow d ' s  Tea c h i ng  
S e r v i c e

From all of us at Mrs.. Dowd’s Teaching Service, we would like to wish you and your family a 
Blessed Holiday and a Safe and  Happy New Year!  See you in 2007!


