
Happy January, soon to be February, to you all!  Let me be 

the first to welcome you back to another year of Mrs. Dowd’s 
Musings, the only tutoring newsletter that makes going out-
side in the freezing cold to retrieve your mail, fun!  I hope 
that everyone had a relaxing respite from the busyness of 
school and life over the holiday break.  I know I sure did; in 
fact, I came down with Pneumonia and was forced to relax.  
Let me tell you, Dr. Phil and Oprah became close friends of 
mine. Despite sickness, the holidays were filled with fun, 
family, and of course, food!

Alright, enough about my life, let me tell you about what’s 
going on around our neck of the woods!  As always, everyone 
at Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service has found themselves busy, busy, busy!  With the 
ushering of the New Year, MDTS began it’s Winter Wonderland program at eight 
schools in Prince George’s County and one school in Harford County.  Count ‘em, 
that’s nine schools we have the joy and privilege of serving!  We are having a record 
number of kids signing up for Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service!  Thanks to all the par-
ents who are spreading the word about MDTS: the after-school tutoring program that 
is used to bring your grades up while having fun!

And now, on a more somber note, this month will be my last month writing Mrs. 
Dowd’s Musings.  I have been accepted into a Master’s program and will need to de-
vote more time and energy to my studies.  Writing the newsletter over the past year 
has been one of the brightest parts of my career.  Thank you for making my job so 
fun!  Following in my steps, fully trained and excited to begin, will be one of our tu-
tors, Mrs. Pamela McComb.  I encourage you to read the article on page 2 and get to 
know her better.  She is going to do an exceptional job!

If you have any questions about our program, or, if your child was part of our pro-
gram during a previous year, and would like to get in on the learning action, please 
feel free to call the MDTS office at 301-345-3693, or for Español, 301-345-4451.

Again, thank you for allowing me the pleasure of serving you through writing Mrs. 
Dowd’s Musings; It has been an awesome experience!

— Colleen Hooker
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 Do you know what to do 
in a weather emergency?  
Be sure to read this infor-
mative article!

 Meet some of our tutors!

 Mrs. McComb, new Edi-
tor of Mrs. Dowd’s Mus-
ings

 How can you be more 
involved in your child's 
life? 

 A fun “Family Night” 
idea!

 Did you know that…?
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For the first time ever, Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service has extended beyond the 
Prince George’s County borders and has embarked onto new territory: Harford 
County!  Magnolia Elementary School, located 55 miles from our offices, has enrolled 
30 students with classes beginning on January 16th.  MDTS has a newly trained and 
fully functioning staff based out of Harford County who are ready to carry the MDTS 
torch of fun after-school tutoring.  We are excited to have them on board!

 Musings

Welcome Magnolia Elementary!



Prepare for the Unexpected...

Awesome Tutors!

In today’s world, it is in your family's best interest to be as 
prepared as possible for the unexpected. Whether it’s a natu-
ral disaster or a terrorist strike, preparedness is the key to 
survival. But the key to preparedness, according to the 
American Red Cross Web site, is to establish simple and in-
expensive plans that are easy to carry out.

If you’ve ever had the experience of going to the supermarket 
after the threat of a winter storm, you can only imagine how 
quickly the shelves would empty in your local market with a 
threat of a major crisis. Most communities only have two 
days worth of supplies, but by making simple preparedness 
plans you can ensure that your family will have all the sup-
plies that you’ll need in case of an emergency.

It is important to have several types of food staples available 
for long-term storage including Meals Ready to Eat (MREs), 
dry cereal, and canned goods as well as foods for short or 
medium-term crisis consisting of portable, immediately edi-
ble foods that require no preparation. Purchase foods that 
have a long shelf life and can be periodically given to commu-
nity food banks or thrown away if it becomes outdated.

Remember to stock up on batteries and have a radio on hand. 
Other items to have available include flashlights, candles, 
multivitamin pills, salt, soap and supplies for your pets. If 
you make emergency preparedness a part of everyday life, 
when emergencies do occur, your family will know how to 
respond.

Family Protection Supply List:

 Water (one gallon per person per day)

 Nonperishable food

 First aid supplies

 Clothing and bedding

 Tools

 Battery powered radio and extra batteries

 Flashlights and batteries

 Soap, water and bleach

“Prepare for the Unexpected: Make Disaster Preparedness a 
Part of Your Family’s Life”.  Washington Adventist Hospital 
Health Advisor.  Winter 2007: Page 7.

At Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching Service, we believe that we have 
the best tutor’s around, the cream of the crop!  Here are just 
a few snapshots from some of their lives; ask your child, 
maybe one of them is their tutor!

Heidi Etherton –The children might know Heidi for her 
bouncy blonde hair and bright smile, but did they know that 
she is also a Volunteer Firefighter and an EMT-B at West 
Lanham Hills Volunteer Fire Department?  Recently, Heidi 
made it into the Paramedic Program. Congratulations Heidi!

Marvin Fernando Sosa – Mr. Sosa is a favorite with the 
children, and is quite prepared to teach them their reading 
and writing; Mr. Sosa received his degree as an English 
Teacher and is considering furthering his education. He 
serves in his church as a minister of music and is anxiously 
awaiting the birth of his second child.

Stephen Isler – Stephen Isler not only teaches a 2nd grade 
class at Robert R. Gray Elementary School, he also serves as 
the manager of Riverdale Elementary School!  Mr. Isler ac-
complished high honors and graduated with a Masters in 
Administration and Supervision maintaining a 4.0 GPA!

Jordan Patterson— Mr. Patterson is a Senior at University 
of Maryland where he is studying mathematics and educa-
tion.  Jordan recently achieved a “B” in Theory of Differential 
Equations and is very proud of it (so are we!).  Jordan is a 
great help to student’s of all ages and is loved very much 
because of it.

So that is a small glimpse into a few of our 
highly-qualified, big-hearted teachers.  
Again, I reiterate, Mrs. Dowd’s Teaching 
Service has some of the best tutor’s 
around!
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Another Creative Mind
Original, inventive, and creative, all great words to describe 
the new, up-and-coming editor of Mrs. Dowd’s Musings.  Mrs. 
Pam McComb has worked in the education field for over 10 
years teaching creative writing, computer classes, and pho-
tography.  As an experienced teacher, she brings a new view-
point to Mrs. Dowd’s Musings, one that I’m sure will be ap-
preciated by you, the parents of our students!  One of her 
greatest gifts is that of photography.  As I am sure you will 
experience in the next couple issues, Mrs. McComb has a 
keen eye for beautiful, telling photography.  

It is my joy to turn over Mrs. Dowd’s Musings into her hands.  
I am confident she will make the transition seem effortless!  
If you get a chance, drop her an e-mail welcoming her to the 
family, pmccomb@christianteacher.net.

Pam McComb and Colleen 
Hooker, January 2007



Recipe for FUN!

Faithful Parents, 

What was once a rather warm winter has overnight turned 
into quite a chilly one!  Please keep warm with hats, gloves, 
scarves, and mittens!  On a warm note, I want to let the par-
ents know how wonderful it is to walk into any of our sites 
and see your children with bright, beaming smiles.  They are 
all so friendly, full of life and love.  I treasure the days in 
which I can escape from the office and visit our tutors and 
students.  They always welcome me with hugs and of course, 
good behavior!

As you are all aware, it has been a very busy month for us 
all.  We are doing all that we can to meet the needs of our 
students as they prepare for the Maryland School Assess-
ment (MSA).  Last year we saw three of our schools pass 
their MSA and meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)! Very 
exciting!  We believe in our students and believe the prepara-
tion they are receiving will allow them to succeed on the 
MSA.  Encourage your kids to keep up the good work!  They 
are doing a fabulous job in school and in tutoring!

Warm Regards, 
Eileen Dowd

When I was a child, nothing was more exciting than playing in the snow and then running inside, dripping wet and cold, to 
warm up with hot chocolate and a good movie!  Movies such as Disney’s Eight Below, Raymond Spriggs’ The Snowman, and 
Ice Age I & II, are all great picks for that coooold day spent inside.

Make it a family event with a snowman building competition followed by a nice warming movie.  Hot Chocolate?  It’s not a cold 
day without it!  Here is a recipe for my favorite hot chocolate, Peppermint Hot Chocolate:

3 (4 1/2-inch) peppermint sticks
1 cup powdered sugar
1 cup powdered non-dairy creamer
3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa 

1. Crush peppermint stick with a small amount of the powdered sugar in a food processor or 
blender.

2. Combine the crushed peppermint with remaining sugar, creamer and cocoa; mixing well.

3. To serve add 1/4 cup mix to 3/4 cup boiling water per serving.

4. Store remaining mix in a jar or airtight bag.
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25 Ways for Parents to Become Involved...
There are many ways for parents to become involved with 
their child’s school.  Listed here are some ways we could use 
your support:

·    Teach your child good habits at home!

·    Help students with homework.

·    Chaperone a field trip.

·    Chaperone a school dance.

·    Decorate a bulletin board.

·    Read to a class.

·    Be a mentor to students.

·    Donate books to the library.

·    Organize a book fair at your school.

·    Attend PTA meetings.

·    Volunteer in the computer lab.

·    Help in the lunchroom.

·    Attend Board of Education meetings.

· Take your child to the public library.

· Read with your child at least fifteen minutes each day.

· Help your child study for tests.

·  Establish daily “quiet

   

· Host a class picnic.

· Praise the efforts of the 
school and have a positive 
attitude.

· Get to know and support 
your child’s teachers.

· Ask questions about school 
policies if you are unclear.

· Help the teacher under-
stand your child’s strengths and weaknesses.

· Praise your child’s efforts.

· Encourage your child to participate and ask questions in 
class.

Executive Director's Corner 

time” at home for study.



   Fun Facts to Know and Tell

My favorite part of Mrs. Dowd’s Musings, one last time!  Enjoy these random facts, share them with your friends!  I know I will!

Did you know that: 

o A piece of normal-size paper can be folded in half more than 7 times. 
o The first product to have a bar code scanned was Wrigley's gum.
o Fingerprints of koala bears are similar (in pattern, shape and size) to the fingerprints of humans. 
o Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. 
o The Mona Lisa used to hang on the wall of Napoleon’s bedroom. 
o Barbie's full name is Barbie Millicent Roberts.
o The brain is soft and gelatinous - its consistency is something between jelly and cooked pasta. 
o Every drop of seawater contains approximately 1 billion gold atoms.
o Honey is the only food that does not spoil. Honey found in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has been tasted by archaeolo-

gists and found edible. 
o The Population of the world can live within the state boundaries of 

Texas. 
o Cranberry Jell-0 is the only kind that contains real fruit.

Thanks to http://www.berro.com/entertainment/general_interesting_facts.htm  for 
allowing us to use some of these materials. 

We’re on the web! 
www.christianteacher.net

Until every child in Maryland is served...

5411 Berwyn Road
Suite 304
Berwyn Heights, MD
20740

Phone: 304-345-DOWD
Fax: 301-345-4461
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